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OVERVIEW

• Regime change as a troublesome period

• Current & new coding techniques

• Empirical results on the effects of regime-type change

• Discussion



DEMOCRATIZATION &
CONFLICT

• Democratization periods are tumultuous times:

• Old, autocratic structures need to be dismantled

• New, democratic institutions need time to gain credibility

• Political competition reaches a peak

• Empirical results show that 

• Democratization is associated with international war

• The rockier the transition, the likelier becomes conflict



DEMOCRATIZATION &
CIVIL WAR

• “Dark side” of democracy firmly established for international 
relations

• Issues to be resolved:

1) Few studies with contradictory results on civil war

2) Predominant focus on the regime type, not its change – 
anocracies vs. true democracies



MAIN HYPOTHESES

• H1: Democratization makes civil war more likely

• H2: Regime-type change makes civil war more likely

• H2a: Democratization effects unfold over several years

• H2b: Autocratization effects are instantaneous

• H3: Semi-democracy makes civil war more likely



PERIOD CODING:
CURRENT METHODS

• Regime-type change has been operationalized as:

• Change in the P4 category between 5-year periods

• Two-point change since the preceding year

• Three-point change within the last three years



PERIOD CODING: GOALS

• Identifying movements towards democracy / autocracy

• Discarding minor variability in the data

• Avoiding rigid lag structures

• Solution: Two-step process

• Coding stable periods with minor variability

• Analyzing transitions between stable periods



PERIOD CODING: RULES

1st step: determine stable 
periods

Larger changes and missing 
values end stable periods

2nd step: evaluate the 
changes btw. stable periods

A substantially higher level 
indicates democratization
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EMPIRICAL TESTS

• Logistic regression with a clustered sandwich estimator

• Unit of analysis: country-years

• DV: conflict onset as defined by ACD, limited to civil war

• Control variables: time trend, population size, average income 
and conflict history (peace years and splines)

• Period coding based on Polity IV (without PARREG)



RESULTS
ABRIDGED VERSION OF TABLE I

Model 1.1Model 1.1 Model 1.2Model 1.2 Model 1.3Model 1.3 Model 1.4Model 1.4
dem 1.018 ** 1.070 ** 1.099 ** 1.012 **
aut 0.948 * 1.037 * 0.949 * 0.964 *

anoc 0.321
polity 0.179 *
polity2 -0.008 *

Constant -38.246 *** -42.344 *** -41.333 *** -38.596 ***

N 5824 5723 5723 5723
-2LL -759.4 *** -699.0 *** -697.2 *** -696.4 ***

* p ≤ 0.05    ** p ≤ 0.01    *** p ≤ 0.001    •    Variables not listed: lpopl, lgdpcapl, year, peaceyears & splines



RESULTS
ABRIDGED VERSION OF TABLE II

Model 2.1Model 2.1 Model 2.2Model 2.2 Model 2.3Model 2.3 Model 2.4Model 2.4
dem03 0.661 *** 0.731 *** 0.783 *** 0.728 ***

aut03 0.321 0.330 0.210 0.233

anoc 0.472 *
polity 0.195
polity2 -0.010 *

Constant -34.191 ** -39.261 *** -38.088 *** -36.641 **

N 5548 5450 5450 5450
-2LL -707.1 *** -646.7 *** -643.3 *** -642.9 ***

* p ≤ 0.05    ** p ≤ 0.01    *** p ≤ 0.001    •    Variables not listed: lpopl, lgdpcapl, year, peaceyears & splines



RESULTS

• Both democratization and autocratization increase the 
likelihood of civil-war onset

• Democratization effects take longer to unfold while the 
autocratization effects are instantaneous

• The effects of regime-type change are robust to the inclusion 
of the level effect

• Future work: integrating underlying causes of conflict


